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Divine Liturgy Variables on  
Sunday, January 4, 2014 

Tone 5 / Eothinon 8 
 

Sunday before the Theophany of Christ 
 .األحد الذي قبل الظهور اإللهي

 

 
 
 

(Troparion of the resurrection – Tone 5) 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 
Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; 
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

 ): خامسباللحن ال –للقيامة ( 
ألنه ُسرَّ / ألمولوِد مَن العذراِء لخالِصنا/ ألمساوي لآلِب والروِح في األزليِة وعدِم االبتداء/ ِلُنَسبِّح نحُن المؤمنيَن وَنسجد للكلمة

 .وُينِهَض الموتى بقيامِتِه المجيدة/ ويحتمَل الموت, بالجسْد أن يعلَو على الصليِب
 
(Troparion of the Paramon of Theophany – Tone 4) 
Make ready, O Zebulon, and prepare, O Nephtali, and thou, River Jordan, cease thy flow and receive 
with joy the Master coming to be baptized. And thou, Adam, rejoice with the first mother, and hide 
not yourselves as ye did of old in paradise; for having seen thee naked, He appeared to clothe thee 
with the first robe. Yea, Christ hath appeared desiring to renew the whole creation.  

 

 ): رابعباللحن ال – تقدمة الظهور اإللهيل(  
ويا آدم . وأنت يا نهر االردن، ِقف وامسك عن جريك، وتقبل السيد بفرٍح، آتيًا ليعتمداستعدي يا زبولون، وتهّيأي يا نفتاليم، 

ألنه لما، نظرآما عريانين، ظهر لكي يلبسكما الحلة . ابتهج، مع األم األولى، وال تخفيا ذاتكما، آما اختفيتما، في الفردوس قديمًا
 .المسيح ظهر، مريدًا أن يجدد الخليقة آلها. األولى
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(Troparion of the Annunciation -Tone 4):  
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the manifestation of the mystery from the ages; for the 
Son of God becometh the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace. Wherefore, do we shout 
with him to the Theotokos: Rejoice, O full of grace! The Lord is with thee. 
 

لذلك نحن معه فلنهتف . اليوم رأس خالصنا وإعالن السر الذي منذ الدهور، ألن ابن يصير ابن البتول، وجبرائيل بالنعمة يبشر
 . نحو والدة اإلله، افرحي أيتها الممتلئة نعمًة الرب معِك

 
Kontakion of the Nativity: 
Today hath the Lord appeared in the courses of the Jordan, crying to John and saying, Be not 
dismayed at my Baptism; for I have verily come to save Adam, the first to be created. 

 :القنداق
.ال تجزع من تعميدي، ألنني أتيُت ألخّلص آدم المجبول اوًال: حضر الرب في مجارى األردن، هاتفًا نحو يوحنا وقائًالاليوم    
 

The Epistle: 
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.  
Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my God. 

The Reading from St. Paul’s Second Epistle to Timothy. (4:5-8) 
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has 
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His 
appearing. 
 

 الرسالة
 ،خلص يا رب شعبك وبارك ميراثك

.إليك يا رب أصرخ إلهي  
 8-5:4تيموثاوس رسالة القديس بولس الرسول الثانية إلى فصل من 

تيقَّظ في آل شيء واحتمل المشقَّات واعمل عمل المبشر وأوِف خدمتك أمَّا أنا فقد ُأريق  يا ولدي تيموثاوس
السكيب علّي ووقت انحاللي قد اقترب وقد جاهدت الجهاد الحسن وأتممت شوطي وحفظت اإليمان وإنما يبقى 

الذين يحّبون  اي فقط بل جميععادل ال إيمحفوظًا لي إآليل العدل الذي ُيجزيني بِه في ذلك اليوم الرب الدّيان ال
 .ظهوره أيضًا

 
The Gospel 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (1:1-8) 
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in 
the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to 
him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle 
around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes He 
Who is mightier than I, the strap of Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have 
baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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 اإلنجيل
 )8-1:1(اإلنجيلي البشير  رقسفصل شريف من بشارة القديس م

آما هو مكتوب في األنبياء هاءنذا مرسل مالآي أمام وجهك ُيهيء طريقك . بدء إنجيل يسوع المسيح ابن اهللا
قّدامك صوت صارخ في البرية أعدوا طريق الرب واجعلوا سبله قويمة آان يوحنا ُيعّمد في البرية ويكرز 

إليه جميع أهل بلد اليهودية وأورشليم فيعتمدون جميعهم منه في نهر  بمعمودية التوبة لغفران الخطايا وآان يخرج
األردن معترفين بخطاياهم وآان يوحنا يلبس وبر اإلبل وعلى حقويه منطقة من جلد ويأآل جرادًا وعسًال بريًا 

اء دتكم بالمأنا عم* وآان يكرز قائًال إنه يأتي بعدي من هو أقوى مّني وأنا ال أستحق أن أنحني واحل سير حذائه
 .وأما هو فيعمدآم بالروح القدس

 
The Blood of the Martyrs 

by Fr. Thomas Hopko 
The second day of Christmas in the Orthodox Church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It is called the 
synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos. The Church assembles on this day to honor her through whom 
the savior has come. The entire creation is indebted to the Lord for its redemption, but the Lord 
Himself is indebted to Mary who, humanly speaking, by the grace of the Spirit, made possible His 
coming. 
There then follow the three days of the post feast of the Nativity dedicated to the memory of those 
who were killed for Christ. First is celebrated the memory of the first Christian martyr, the deacon 
Stephen. As the hymns of his festival declare, the persecution and death of Christians is an inevitable 
result of the coming of Christ. Jesus came to die for the truth of God, which is most perfectly 
actualized in the gift of one's life that others may live. This is the most Godlike expression of love 
possible to creatures. Christ's disciples imitate His example, which is their calling and command, 
finding within it their highest joy and fulfillment. 
The third day of Christmas  is dedicated to the memory of the holy martyrs of Nicomedia who 
refused to honor the earthly emperor as king in fidelity to the only King of heaven. Their blood also, 
according to the ancient Christian saying, has become the seed of the Church. 
Finally, on the fourth day of the feast, the "pascha" of the innocent children slain by Herod is 
celebrated with praise. 
... 
The question put to all who celebrate Christ's Winter Pascha concerns our own relationship to the 
Lord. Are we ready to receive Him, and therefore to love as He has loved us, even to the point of 
death? Or are we among those who receive Him not, numbered with those who murder Him through 
our hatred and neglect of our neighbors? As Christ's beloved disciple has said, "He who says he is in 
the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still... Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By this we know love, the He laid 
down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for our brethren" (1 Jn 2:9; 3:15-16). 
 

The Great Blessing of Water 
by Fr. Thomas Hopko 

 
The rite of the Great Blessing of Water is celebrated in the Orthodox Church after the vesperal 
divine liturgy on the eve of the feast of the Epiphany [Theophany], and after the eucharistic liturgy 
on the day itself.It begins with the chanting of special hymns with the incensing of the water, and 
concludes with bible readings, petitions and prayers. 
Today the nature of the waters is sanctified, The Jordan bursts forth and turns back the flood of its 
streams, Seeing the Master wash Himself. 
To the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,  
You came, O Lord, taking the form of a servant, Asking for baptism though you have no sin. The 
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waters saw You and were afraid. The Forerunner began to tremble and cried out, saying: How shall 
the lampstand illumine the Light? How shall the servant lay hands upon the Master? Sanctify both 
me and the waters, O Savior, Who takes away the sins of the world. 
..... 
God has sent His only-begotten Son "not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 
through Him." (Jn 3:17) He has sent the Lord Jesus Christ not only to save people's souls, but to save 
their bodies, and not only to save human beings, but to save the entire creation. 
 
You are great, O Lord, and Your works are wondrous, and there are no words capable of hymning 
Your wonders... For of Your own will You brought all things in to being from nothing, by Your 
power You uphold the whole of creation, and by Your providence You order the world... Therefore, 
O Master, be present here now by the descent of the Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water. Give it the 
blessing of Jordan. Make it a fountain of incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a remission of sins, a 
protection against disease, a destruction of demons... and may it be for those who will partake of it, 
to the cleansing of their souls and bodies, to the healing of their passions, to the sanctification of 
their homes, to every expedient purpose... 
 
Since the Son of God has taken human flesh and has appeared in the world, manifesting Himself in 
His baptism in the Jordan, all flesh and all matter is sanctified. Everything is made pure and holy in 
Him. Everything which is corrupted and polluted by the sinful works of men is cleansed and purified 
by the gracious works of God. All death-dealing powers of the devil which poison the good world of 
God's creation are destroyed. All things are again made new. Through the "prime element" of water 
on the feast of the Epiphany the entire creation is shown to be sanctified by God's Word through the 
same Spirit of God who "in the beginning... was moving over the face of the waters." (Gen 1:2) 
... 
Come, O ye faithful, Let us praise the greatness of God's dispensation toward us, For He who 
became Man because of our transgressions And who alone is clean and undefiled, Was for our 
cleasing Himself cleansed in the Jordan That He might sanctify both me and the waters... Let us then 
draw water in gladness, O brothers, For upon those that draw in faith The grace of the Spirit is 
invisibly bestowed by Christ The God and Savior of our souls. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
Father Raphael’s Last Mass – Sunday January 4th  
• This Sunday is Father Raphael’s last mass at the Church of the Annunciation before the 

reigns are handed to Father George Dahdouh. Father George will arrive in Calgary January 
7th and will start church services on Saturday January 10th (Great Vespers @ 6pm) and 
Sunday January 11th (Orthros and Divine Liturgy starting at 9:30am).  

• We thank Father Raphael for all his blessings, teachings and sacrifices over the past 14 
months. We also wish him and his family the very best and pray that God keeps him healthy 
for many years! Thank you Father Raphael!!! 

 
Holy Epiphany – Sanctification of the Water Service 
• The Sanctification of the Water will be done by Father Raphael this Sunday January 4th 

following the Divine Liturgy.  
 


